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C o v e r I n G  d e s I G n  &  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h u m a n - s C a l e  n e I G h b o r h o o d s

s p e C I a l  r e p o r t  o n  G r e e n  u r b a n I s m ,  p a G e s  1 - 1 0

InsIde

Many reasons to go green, page 2

Externalize social needs, page 5

Cities as carbon-reducers, page 5

Green building mandates, page 8

Advancing from urbanists to 
‘green urbanists,’ pages 9-10

Target enviro markets, page 10

Innovative infill, pages 11-12

Book reviews, pages 12-15

Departments, pages 15-20, 24

Congress for the New Urbanism 
Update, pages 22-23

Cool Spots, 
bright idea
As new urbanists struggle to find 
ways to publicize the environmental 
advantages of walkable land-use 
patterns, a planning technology is 
taking shape that could make that 
case on a wider scale.
robert steutevIlle

Eliot Allen of Criterion Planners in 
Portland, Oregon, calls the idea 

“Cool Spots,” a catchy name with a 
double meaning — it refers to compact, 
transit-oriented nodes that are both 
trendy and friendly to the climate. 

The Natural Resources Defense 
Council (NRDC) is working with Allen 
to refine Cool Spots and is looking to 
complete a paper in 2008 that will bring 
the idea to policy analysts, environmen-
tal groups, and government officials, 
says Kaid Benfield, NRDC senior at-
torney and director the group’s smart 
growth program. 

Benfield acknowledges that New 
ContInued on paGe 3
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A council highlights green architecture initiatives of the New Urbanism while 
the trend gains recognition for fighting greenhouse gas emissions. 
phIlIp lanGdon

The inherently climate-friendly aspects of New Urbanism have recently attracted 
a burst of public attention, at the same time that new urbanist designers and 

developers have increasingly incorporated environmentally advanced energy and 
stormwater technology into their projects. 

With popular awareness of global warming intensifying, the appeal of compact, 
mixed-use, transit-accessible communities appears to be on the rise. Among the 
signs of this trend:

• Time magazine on Dec. 19 published an essay arguing that “technological fixes” 
like hybrid cars, wind turbines, and algae biofuel will not be enough to get us out 
of “the climate change mess.” Writer Bryan Walsh said purported solutions “like 
rooftop solar panels or energy-efficient insulation” do not go to the heart of the dif-
ficulties facing the country and the world.

“The deeper problem may be how — and where — we live our lives,” Walsh 

New urbanists step up their 
progress toward ‘green’ design 

New urbanists are increasingly incorporating green technologies like this bioswale in the Salishan 
HOPE VI development in Tacoma, Washington. See story on page 9.
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